
MILWAUKEE RIVER CHALLENGE 

RACE COURSE with coxswain notes.

Map 1 of 2
Use Google Map satellite photos to see specific areas of the river on the internet. Use 

Street Views at Google Maps to see the river

Approximate
location of start.
Look for timers.
Listen to directions
from Marshall, and
Starter.

Colored line 
shows Milwaukee 
River Challenge 
Course.

First Low Bridge = Ember St.

(Approx 1000 M from start).

Use Extra Caution
approaching and under this
bridge.

First High 
Bridge

Beware of red 
navigation buoy and 
two steel columns 
sticking out of river in 
this area. North
side of river.

Harley-
Davidson 
Museum

Sharp turn in this area will
require Coxswains to tell 
Port oars to use low 
power, and starboard oars 
to apply full power. Use 
the RUDDER!

See continuation
of course on
map 2 of 2
showing
Milwaukee
River

Tall highway
bridge = I-94/I-43

White bridge = 6th St.
Use caution in this
area.

Use Extra Caution
under these two
bridges. Road Bridge =
Plankinton, and second
bridge = railroad.

= Preferred Viewing Locations



MILWAUKEE RIVER CHALLENGE 

RACE COURSE with coxswain notes.

Map 2 of 2
Use Google Map satellite photos to see specific areas of the river on the 

Pleasant Street Bridge. Proceed 
through this bridge after finish

Finish Line: Look for Metal Arch on
the Port side of river.

Cherry St. Last Bridge on the course.

McKinley St Bridge. 
Supports for this bridge are angled in the River. Use
extra caution at this bridge. The Opening is 
only 50 feet wide.

Boat Staging,
Launch Area
and Trailer
Parking

Juneau St. 
Bridge

State St. 
Bridge

Kilbourn St. 
Bridge

Pedestrian Bridge

Schlitz Park

Pere Marquette 
Park

Riverwalk at 
Third Ward

5th northbound Low Bridge = Wells St. Passing is
allowed after this bridge.

4th low Bridge. = Wisconsin Ave. Prepare for this bridge. 
Bridge supports have odd angle in the river. There is a hard 
turn to Port after you exit the bridge. Use Rudder and ease 
up port oars, full power starboard oars.

Third Low Bridge = Michigan St.

Second low bridge = Clybourn St. Immediately 
past Highway Bridges

Tall Highway Bridges = I-794

First low bridge of 
northbound leg of race = 
St. Paul St. bridge. Start 
Northbound No Passing 
Zone.

Sharp turn to Port from Menomonee River to 
Milwaukee River. Coxswains tell Port oars 
use low power, Starboard Oars, full power. 
USE THE RUDDER!

Use extra
Caution
under Road
and Rail
Bridges

See Map 1 of
2 for first half = 
Menomonee
River portion
of course.

= Preferred Viewing 
Locations
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